Effect of different cytokines on the growth of Trypanosoma congolense cultured under axenic conditions.
We previously reported that susceptible BALB/c mice had high amounts of interleukin-4 (IL-4) and interleukin-10 (IL-10) in their plasma after infection with Trypanosoma congolense and the levels of these cytokines decreased dramatically after berenil treatment. These observations instigated us to speculate that these cytokines might be directly affecting the growth of these parasites. Previously, it was reported that interferon gamma (IFN-gamma) had a growth stimulatory effect on T. brucei brucei in vitro. Although recombinant murine IL-4, IL-10 and IFN-gamma used in this study were biologically active, none of these cytokines had any growth stimulatory or inhibitory effect on T. congolense in vitro.